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Continued expansion in Group region Asia Pacific 
In the first quarter of 2007, the construction industry in this Group region progressed 
further. Only Thailand saw a slowdown in economic growth, as a result of the political 
situation. Cement consumption rose in all other markets that Holcim serves in the region. 
Demand for construction materials was particularly strong in India. As a result, the two 
Group companies, ACC and Ambuja Cements, were running at full capacity. 
 
Holcim Vietnam substantially increased its cement production. The commissioning of a 
second ready-mix concrete plant to the south of Ho Chi Minh City gave the Group company 
improved customer proximity within its main market. Siam City Cement in Thailand 
compensated for softer domestic sales through higher cement exports. Sales of ready-mix 
concrete rose slightly. In the Philippines, Holcim benefited from increased public 
investment in infrastructure projects. Private residential and commercial construction 
created additional demand. Holcim Indonesia increased sales of cement and ready-mix 
concrete. Thanks to the solid level of new orders in commercial and industrial construction, 
Cement Australia was able to sell more cement despite lower demand for building 
materials in residential construction. Holcim New Zealand registered higher sales of 
cement and set a new production record for aggregates. 
 
The sharp rise in consolidated cement sales by 57.4 percent to 15.9 million tonnes is 
primarily due to the two Indian Group companies. In the previous year, sales volumes of 
ACC and Ambuja Cements were consolidated only as of February and May, respectively. 
Shipments of aggregates increased substantially by 14.3 percent to 0.8 million tonnes. 
Deliveries of ready-mix concrete increased by 20 percent to 1.2 million cubic meters. This 
reflects in particular the first-time inclusion of Holcim’s activities in important Indian 
conurbations and the ongoing vertical integration in other metropolitan areas in this Group 
region. 
 
Asia Pacific in million CHF  January – March

2007
January – March 

2006 
+/-%

Net sales 1,451 862 +68.3
Operating EBITDA 444 217 +104.6
Operating profit 324 141 +129.8

 
The expanded scope of consolidation and the solid business performance have positively 
impacted this Group region’s financial results. Operating EBITDA increased by 104.6 
percent to CHF 444 million. With the exception of Cement Australia, all Group companies 
improved their financial results. Internal operating EBITDA growth reached 26.7 percent. 
 
Capacity is being selectively expanded, particularly in the growth market of India. Ambuja 
Cements will be constructing five further grinding plants and two kiln lines in the coming 
years. ACC will also substantially expand its production capacity. Major work on extending 
two existing plants has already started, supplemented by two new grinding plants. By the 
end of 2010, production capacity in this growth market will expand by about 15 million 
tonnes in total to well over 50 million tonnes. This capacity expansion will allow the two 
Group companies to profit from the anticipated market growth and generate additional 
added value.  
 




