
Media Release 
Zug | 3 June 2022 

 

Media Relations: media@holcim.com  Investor Relations: investor.relations@holcim.com 
+41 (0) 58 858 87 10  +41 (0) 58 858 87 87 1/2 
 

Holcim and Habitat for Humanity partner to 
accelerate access to affordable housing 

● Advancing Holcim’s positive social impact by accelerating access to 
affordable housing 

● Driving innovative digital platform to renovate homes starting in Mexico  

● Plans to scale up in Latin America, North America and Asia Pacific 

 
Holcim and Habitat for Humanity have entered a partnership to accelerate access to affordable 
housing driven by an innovative digital platform. Together they are deploying an online affordable 
housing portal to enable low-income families to access finance as well as building materials and 
solutions in a safe and seamless way. The first project was rolled out in Mexico and is enabling the 
affordable renovation of 600 homes in the Bajio and Veracruz regions. The ultimate goal of this 
partnership is to enable a sustainable and healthy built environment where everyone has a decent 
place to live. 
 
Jan Jenisch, CEO Holcim: “A key pillar of Holcim’s positive social impact is to accelerate access to 
affordable housing. With today’s rapid urbanization, we have a key role to play to build more with less 
to improve living standards for all in a sustainable manner. With over three billion people expected to 
need affordable housing by 2030, I’m excited to be partnering with Habitat for Humanity to deploy 
innovative and digital solutions to address this societal need at scale.” 
 
Jonathan Reckford, CEO Habitat for Humanity International: “This novel partnership channels market 
power and digitalization to improve living standards for those most in need. It will require an estimated 
$16 trillion to close the global affordable housing deficit, only $3 trillion of which is estimated to come 
from governments and nonprofits. Closing this gap becomes possible when the private sector steps 
into new markets to provide affordable housing products and services. This partnership will highlight 
the critical role that private sector partners like Holcim can play in increasing access to affordable 
housing for low-income families.” 
 
The innovative approach piloted in Mexico is enabled by iBUILD®. Through this online affordable 
housing platform, families can apply for loans from microfinance institutions, reach building suppliers 
for quotes and services and order high-quality construction materials, including from Holcim’s 25 
Disensa retail stores and distributors around Veracruz and Bajio. iBUILD® is among the most recent 
startups to join Holcim’s unique open innovation ecosystem, including over 800 startups globally, 
partnering to accelerate innovation in the construction industry. 
 
Building on the learnings from this pilot project in Mexico, Holcim and Habitat for Humanity are 
planning for further collaborations across the Americas and Asia Pacific. With this partnership, Holcim 
advances its commitment to contribute CHF 500 million to create positive social impact, cumulative 
from 2021 to 2030, by leading affordable housing and infrastructure programs, as well as community 
initiatives on education, health and skill development. In 2021, Holcim invested more than CHF 40 
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million in social initiatives and contributed to building and renovating more than 3,200 buildings, from 
houses to schools and hospitals, working closely together with communities from Ecuador to Algeria. 
Holcim also built Africa’s largest 3D-printed affordable housing project in Kenya, developed by its joint 
venture 14Trees in partnership with CDC Group, the UK’s development finance institution.  
 
For more details please see https://www.holcim.com/sustainability/people-communities. 
 
About Holcim 
Holcim builds progress for people and the planet. As a global leader in innovative and sustainable building solutions, Holcim is enabling 
greener cities, smarter infrastructure and improving living standards around the world. With sustainability at the core of its strategy 
Holcim is becoming a net zero company, with its people and communities at the heart of its success. The company is driving circular 
construction as a world leader in recycling to build more with less. Holcim is the company behind some of the world’s most trusted 
brands in the building sector including ACC, Aggregate Industries, Ambuja Cement, Disensa, Firestone Building Products, Geocycle, 
Holcim, Lafarge and Malarkey Roofing Products. Holcim is 70,000 people around the world who are passionate about building progress 
for people and the planet through four business segments: Cement, Ready-Mix Concrete, Aggregates and Solutions & Products. 

Learn more about Holcim on www.holcim.com, and by following us on LinkedIn and Twitter. 

About iBUILD and Holcim MAQER 
iBUILD Global is a For-Profit/For-Good software development company that has joined Holcim MAQER, the industry’s leading venture 
client driving change through open innovation in the building materials sector. Holcim MAQER connects technology companies to actual 
use cases across the entire Holcim value chain, from quarry to the customer. Collaborating with startups, thought leaders and 
corporations, Holcim MAQER finds the most impactful technologies to help build a smarter, greener and more inclusive world. 

Learn more about Holcim MAQER on www.holcimmaqer.com and by following us on LinkedIn. 

Important disclaimer – forward-looking statements: 
This document contains forward-looking statements. Such forward-looking statements do not constitute forecasts regarding results or 
any other performance indicator, but rather trends or targets, as the case may be, including with respect to plans, initiatives, events, 
products, solutions and services, their development and potential. Although Holcim believes that the expectations reflected in such 
forward-looking statements are based on reasonable assumptions as at the time of publishing this document, investors are cautioned 
that these statements are not guarantees of future performance. Actual results may differ materially from the forward-looking statements 
as a result of a number of risks and uncertainties, many of which are difficult to predict and generally beyond the control of Holcim, 
including but not limited to the risks described in the Holcim's annual report available on its website (www.holcim.com) and uncertainties 
related to the market conditions and the implementation of our plans. Accordingly, we caution you against relying on forward-looking 
statements. Holcim does not undertake to provide updates of these forward-looking statements. 
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